THE BRETHREN'S: EVANGELIST. 


us in eternity, it we are wilting to tru»t in hie 
mercy and goodness now, end show oar truthful- 
ness by obeying his precepts bore. 

Why were there only four Gospels written ? is ft 
question that has puzsled me much. There were 
twelve Apostles, oit of which we would consider 
eleven were competent to write "Gospels," Now 
we find that only two of that number wrote con 
earning the works of Christ, namely Matthew snd 
John. Why have we not more Gospels ? Why 
jnst four? These ere perplexing questions to 
me snd I would be glad if yon would giro us 
some light through the Evakobust. 
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Many are the theories advanced to account lor 
the writing of merely four Gospels. Most ot these 
theories are unsatisfactory and some of them very 
unreasonable. We have seen do Letter answer 
to this question than will be found in a work en- 
titled "Why Four Gospels," by He v. D. 8. Gre- 
gory. We will here give you his answer very 
briefly. 

The Glad Tidings ot salvation were intended 
for all races of mankind, and not tor any pertiuu 
lar nation alone. The apostles went forth pre- 
senting the Gospel to these various classes of men 
in the way best suited to the uatureofeach and with 
the view of winning them to Christ. The world 
at that tine consisted of three great classes — the 
Jew, the Greek and the Unman. And these three 
classes undoubtedly correspond with the three 
great phases of thought to be found in the world 
in all ages of the world. And then from these 
three great classes, a I mirth originated and that 
was the church — the disciples of the Lord Jesus. 

Now the Apostles could not be everywhere and 
always with men. Before they passed away there 
arose the desire in the venous races of men, who 
had heard the Gospel to have it embodied in 
permanent written lorm, that it might preach to 
them still when the early preachers were absent 
or dead. Bo in compliance with this general de- 
sire the following men by divine inspiration wrote 
the different Gospels for the following classes: 
Matthew for the Jew, Mark for the Romans, 
Luke for the Greeks and John for the Christians. 
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"Truth never was indebted to a He." 

Our only plea for help is the mercy of God. 
' The world requires a great work from the 
church. 

The worst disputes are often about the smallest 
things. 

It is a very easy matter to misjudge people in 
this world. 

Neutrality is impossible. It is often an apolo- 
gy tor cowardice. 

The greatest evil that man can perform is to 
lead others into evil. 

Christ does not ask us to go where he has not 
himself lead the way. 

Even in the midst of triumph,there are sine and 
sorrows to weep over. 

Worldlioese and Hypocrisy are two opposite 
dangers of which we must beware. 

God has given each ot us a vineyard to take 
care of for him, and he looks for fruit. 

The desire to be greater than others is the cause 
of much jealousy, bitterness and strife. 

Whenever there is profession, people have a 
right to respect that which is professed. 

Bad men seek what is expedient tor themselves 
and not what is best for the general good. 

Every one haa a cross to bear, and that which 
Christ gives to each is the beet one for him. 

t The truest heroism is in going forward in the 
path ot duty in the face of dangers and death. 

We should judge of a truth, not by the cir- 
cumstances ot the teacher, but by the truth itself. 

Empty souIb, and persons deficient in real 
worth, beek a reputation from outward show. 

Whenever a person can do anything well, he 
will always find plenty more of the same kind to 
do. 

We should go with our children to church, Sab- 
bath school or prayer meeting, and not send them 
alone, ' 

f Before the missionaries went to Brazil, a Bible 
told for twenty dollars \ now one sella for fifty 
cents. 

God measures our gifts, not by their amount 
but by the degree of self-sacrifice and love they 
«ipreaa. 

Christ teaches at by leading us. This would 
be a good example for his ministers to follow in 
these days. 

There ia often a mingling of God and evil mo- 
tives— deainng to bt near Christ and desiring 
pre-eminence. 

Some people search the Bible, not to obtain 
moral good, but to find difficulties with which to 
puszle other*. 


Every Christian family ought to be a little 
church consecrated to Christ, and wholly govern- 
ed by his rales. 

We ought to be ashamed of that unreasonable 
feeling which makes us choose rather to continue 
ignorant than to discover onr ignorance. 

If we abstain from doing what we think is 
right because some few may object or feel hurt, 
we will never accomplish any good in this world. 

The real evil is not in the amount, but in the 
love ot riches. To luve riches while we have them 
not is as had as to love them when we have them. 

Our children are often hindered from coming 
to Christ by neglect, by example, by talee teach- 
ing, by fault finding at good people aud good 
thing*. 

It is a great blessing that the poor are not ex- 
cluded from giving to the Lord's cau^e, but may 
lay up as much treasure in heaven as the more 
fortunate. 

The simple doctrine* of the Gospel were al- 
ways very unpopular and distaste In I to the world- 
ling. Therefore we should not be discouraged 
when we meet opposition. 

Religion like charity should begin at home, 
before we go forth to convert our neighbors, we 
would have a better influence if we practiced a 
little Christianity at home first. 

Every member ot the human family must and 
will have a master. It we reject Christ and ex- 
pect to be our own masters, it will be long before 
Satan will assert hie authority. 

Those who would cleanse the church or the 
community of the sinful rubbish that may have 
accumulated are sure to make enemies of those 
with whose reputation and gain* they interfere. 

Jesus went among the publicans and sinners, 
not to tike them bnt to make them like him. 
The physician goes to the sick man, not to catch 
the disease, but to care him. So let it be with 

us. 

We should use wndom in dealing with oppo- 
nents of the truth. It is not wise to always re- 
main on the defensive. Suppose that we make 
infidels answer some of the hard questions that 
arise from their own positions. 

The Democratic party has nominated as can- 
didates for the Presidency and Vice- Presidency 
of the United States, G rover Cleveland of New 
York, and Thomas A. Hendricks of Indiana. And 
now the heat of the political canvass will begin in 
earnest. 

Many men are inclined to undervalue things 
with which they are familiar. The old saying, 
"Familiarity breeds contempt," has a atrauge 
truthfulness about it, especially, when applied to 
the very common, e very-day blessings we receive 
from God. 

Harvest is about over, and from alt indications 
it was a very good one. The year promises to be 
one of great abundance. Fruit will not be a full 
crop, but is believed there will be sufficient to 
supply the demaud, if all will be carefully gather- 
ed and nothing unforseeu shall happen it. 

For e few weeks our paper will he under the 
editorial charge of Prol. H. F. Hixson, while we 
attend to some business away from home. We 
hope that during this time our correspondents will 
not neglect to keep the office well supplied with 
contributions and church uews, so that the labors 
of the office may not be too severe, and the paper 
loose none of its wonted interest. 

"From Maine to California," is the title of a 
beautiful patriotic squg, by Will L. Thompson, 
whose songs have already reached a sale of over 
a million copies. It has a very stiring chorus, 
and will make a splendid campaign song. Every- 
body wilt soon be singing "From Maine to Cali- 
fornia." Send 85 cents to the publishers, 
w. L. TntiMi'suN & Co., 

East Liverpool, Ohio. 

"Wealth does not release its posessor from the 
obligation to work, but only enables him to do 
unpaid work for society. The only difference 
ethically between the rich man and the poor man 
seem* to be this, that the poor, man receives bis 
wages at the end of the week, and does not get 
them unless his work is first done, whereas the 
rich man receives his wages first, and is bound, a* 
a matter of honor to earn tbem afterward." 

The above is published by an exchange, from 
and English minister. There is something origi- 
nal in it. If all our rich people would just tall in- 
to this train ot thought and put it into practice, 
what a revolution would take place ! 

A woman in Iowa lately applied to the courts 
for a divorce on the plea of drunkenness. The 
evidence showed that she had knowledge of his 
intemperate habits before *h« had married him, 
and be refused the petition. The Judge said: 
"You voluntarily chose a drunkard for a husband, 
and yon should discharge the duties of a drunk- 
ard's' wifia. Hi* failara to keep a pledge of rafor- 
I (nation, made before manage, does not justify yoa 
ia deserting him. Having knowingly married a 


drunkard you must make yourself content with 
the sacred relationship." Her aad fate should be 
a warning to others. If the ladies would frown 
down this evil, it would go a tar way in many in- 
stances of preventing it. 

Rev. C. 11. Spurgeou, the eminent English Bap- 
tist minister, reached his fiftieth birthday some 
time last month. The event was celebrated by a 
monater meeting at his famous tabernacle, in Lon- 
don, wheu the building was tilled to overflowing. 
Many prominent men were present, and many 
speeches were made eulogizing this great man. 
One speaker raid that one ol Mr.Spurgeon's chief 
merit* was that he was not afraid to mention hell 
to ears polite. It wa* said there that his sermon*, 
of which over seventeen hundred bad been pub- 
lished, were translated into seven mondern lan- 
guages. An address of fraternal greeting was 
read from 158 Baptist churches representing 420,- 
000 souls. A check for $22,500 was then handed 
to him. He said he did not expect a check, but 
wished that something be raised with which the 
oanse af Christ may be glorified. 

The next term of Ashland College begins Aug- 
ust 13th, Let every member of the Brethren 
Church see to it that Ashland College receives 
your eopport. It ia the only school of the Church. 
If you are going to attend school, then you should 
come to Ashland. It you have children to send, 
Ashland College is the place to send them. If you 
are not going to attend school nor have children 
to send, do what you can to advertise the College 
and influence others in coming. There is only 
one way to have a college of the church and that 
is to support it. If you wish to go to school or 
send your children, it will not do to go or send to 
some other school that is nearer home, for this 
will never support the school, uo matter how 
much you talk. Railroads have almost annihila- 
ted distance and travel is cheap. l r ou must sup- 
port your own school. No one else will do it for 
you. Send for a catalogue. 

At the Union Depot, Milwaukee, Wis., recent- 
ly, an early morning traiu brought in an immi- 
grant family, from Ben mark, consisting of hus- 
band, wife and fifteen children. When they 
alighted from the cars the man and woman each 
carried in their arms an infant, and were followed 
into the depot by the remainder of the numerous 
family .|The thirteeujchildre^werelall joinedjtoget ti- 
er byja small rope, which was fastened around 
the arm of eachj child. They were tied together 
in Denmark, aud in this manner the long journey 
was made. They were on their way to Minnesso- 
ta, where they will settle upon a farm. All were 
comfortably clothed, and the parents were proud 
of their children. Though they had ao many chil- 
dren, their dread of any of them straying prompt- 
ed this peculiar method of keeping them safe. 
The rope might have been taken as u badge of 
slavery, but it was really an emblem of love. 

Some people estimate the ability of a periodical 
and the talent ot its editor by the quantity of its 
original matter. It is comparatively au easy task 
tor a frothy writer to string out out a column ot 
words upon any or all subjects. His ideas may 
How in one weak, washy, everlasting flood and 
the command of language may enable him to 
string them together like bunches of onions, and 
yet his paper may be but a meagre and poor con- 
cern. Indeed, (he mere writing part of editing a 
paper is but a small portion of the work. The 
care, the time employed in selecting, is far more 
important, and the fact of a good editor ia better 
shown by his selections than anything else; and 
that, we know, is half the battle. But we have 
said, an editor ought to be estimated, his labor 
understood and appreciated, by the general con- 
duct of his paper — its tone, its uniform, consistent 
course, aims, manliness, its dignity, and its pro- 
priety. 

Brother D.Bailey was called, on Friday evening, 
to Highland county, Ohio, by a telegram an- 
nouncing the death of his father, lie had return- 
ed only a tew days before from a visit to his 
father, having left him, it was thought, out of alt 
immediate danger. The loss, while it wa* sudden, 
was not entirely unexpected. But how sad the 
Iobs of a father under any circumstanes ! Brother 
Bailey has our sympathy in his sad bereavement. 
We have known brother John Bailey from earli- 
est childhood and that only to love and respect. 
He was ever a friend to the deserving; charitable 
toward good works, that met hi* approval ; living 
an industrious, quiet, honeit. Christian life, re- 
spected by all who knew him. He will be sadly 
missed in the ehurch and in the community at 
large. To ui, the old "home church" will not be 
the same now eino*«*Uucle John Bailey" is gone. 
He leaves behind a wife and large family to mourn 
his loss. 

The Iowa prohibition law, which went into ef- 
fect the 4th, is destined to be scrupulously enforc- 
ed. The railroads ot the State have resolved to 
reepect the law and have forbidden their agents 
from receiving any intoxicating liquor* for trans- 
portation from any point within or without the 
the State to any point within its limits, unless 


there be delivered to such agent a certificate from 
the A nditor of the county in which the point of 
destination is located, showing that the consignee 
has authority from the board of Supervisor* to sell 
liquor*. The law ot Iowa forbids both the man- 
ufacture and sale of intoxicating liquor*, including 
all wine and beer to be used as a beverage. The 
action of the railroads will close up the treflo at 
both ends. This is very commendable is them. 
We trust the efforts to secure prohibition in Iowa 
may be truly successful and that her actions may 
be initiated throughout the Union until every 
dramshop i* deitroyed. 

A long walk for a fortune was undertaken by an 
heir recently. A farmer in the northern part of 
New York state, quarrelled with hi* only son 
four years ago. The boy left home and went 
West. After his departure the father relented 
and when be died a short time ago, he left hi* es- 
tate, valued at $100,000 to the son. The young man 
while in the West saw an advertisement asking 
for information about him, and he decided to 
start at once for home. He had money enough to 
defray his expenses but he wa* robbed in a cheap 
boarding house and left oenuiless. There was 
nothing left tor him to do but to make his way 
back afoot. He arrived at his des'.itation in due 
time footsore and weary and claimed his inheri- 
tance, lie was abundantly recompensed tor his 
long and weary walk. Vet the father's death pre- 
cluded him from the joy ot pardon and reconcilia- 
tion. The offer in the Gospel to sinners who have 
wandered faraway from God is far better. Let, 
us not be afraid of the pilgrimage. There is -not 
only au inheritance awaiting us, but pardon and 
reconciliation. 

We desire to call attention to the clipping trom 
the Christian Standatft entitled "Rich Men and 
Colleges." It is full of wholesome truth for our 
consideration. While it is true that, in our church, 
there are no very rich men, there are few who are 
not able to give something for the cause of educa- 
tion in the church. It is estimated that there are 
about one hundred different congregations in the 
Brethren church, Bt the present time. It would 
be a low estimate to place the average aggregate 
of the wealth of these congregations at $50,000 
each, for while we have not many rich men we 
have few who are not in good circumstances. Now 
this would aggregate $5,000,000 and at the Lord's 
tenth would by $500 ,000, which at the educational 
tenth would be a fund ot $50,000, a sufficient sum 
to insure the prosperity of Ashland College. And 
if as in the case of the Lord's tenth, the "educa- 
tional tenth" should be given yearly, what an im- 
mense amount of good could be done in the way 
of educating deserving members for the service of 
the church '. Oh, that our brethren would take 
this matter into serious consideration and 
strengthen the work ot church education by their 
liberality aud do service in this way in the Mas- 
ter's cause. 
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From Ripon, California. 

iJear Evanyelht ; On Saturday, June 23th, 
brother J. W. Beer came among us to labor 
for the caiiKo of the Master. At early candlo 
lighting, we gathered at the commodious 
school house at I Upon, with a fair congrega- 
tion, considering the busy harvest [time. 
Those present heard an abk> sermon. 

Sunday at eleven o'clock, a, m., the seats 
were welt tilled by an attentive audience, who 
listened to the great words of truth. The 
services were closed with prayer by Rev. 
.latins Wells, tlie Baptist minister ot this 
place. 

The evening services were well attended. 
Brother Beef being assisted by brother J, P. 
Wolfe. These three appoint merits were fav- 
ored with an insertion in the Stockton Daily 
Mail, by Mr. J. T. Bloomer, one of our enter- 
prising men of this place, and a reporter tor 
the same. 

The com mm unity wan favorably impressed 
and will welcome the Brethren back again. 
Come again brethren. 

B. G. Fhkdekick. 
wM*e — ew i *a 
Prom South Bend, Ind. 

The Brethren's new church house, situated 
two and a half miles south of South Bend, St. 
Joseph county, Indiana, will be dedicated on 
Sunday, August 31st. The sermon will be 
preached by Elder J. W. Fitzgerald. 

A cordial invitation ie extended to ail the 
Brethren and sisters to attend said dedica- 
tion. 

The South Bend church ia in love and 
union Everything indicates prosperity. 

Repohter. 

South Bend, Ittd. 


BAILEY: July It, ISM, at NSW Vteana 
Job it Bail arr, aged ts yeara, 5 month* and 19 day* 
•ral at the Friends' church, near Saaaaatha. 
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